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An Introduction to Studying in Göttingen

I. How is a degree programme structured in Germany?

II. Where can I find the relevant information on the structure of my 
individual degree programme? 

III. Learning, exams, exam preparation 

IV. Where can I get support? 

In passing: What do the technical terms I come across mean? 
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I. How is a degree programme structured?
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1. 
semester

2. 
semester

3. 
semester

4. 
semester

5. 
semester

6. 
semester

Bachelor’s programmes

A Bachelor's programme usually comprises 180 credit points, 
which are evenly distributed over 6 semesters: 
30 credit points are scheduled per semester. 

✓ It is possible to acquire more or fewer credits per semester. BUT: 
Do not overextend yourself and your study progress should remain 
steady!
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usually 3 years = 6 semesters



1. 
semester

2. 
semester

3. 
semester

4. 
semester

Master’s programmes

A Master’s programme usually comprises 120 credit 
points, which are evenly distributed over 4 semesters: 

30 credit points are scheduled per semester. 

✓ It is possible to acquire more or fewer credits per semester. BUT: 
Do not overextend yourself and your study progress should remain 
steady!
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usually 2 years = 4 semesters



first section
second
section

practice
section

Staatsexamensstudiengänge
(„State Examination Programmes“)

In Göttingen: Medicine, Dentistry, Law.

Highly regulated by Federal Law, 
minimal flexibility in the organisation of studies.
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depending on the programme, 9-11 
semesters = about 5 years



What is a module?

Modules are the building blocks that make up a degree programme: 
„steps“ toward the qualification goal. 
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Modules usually consist of several courses of
different types. To complete a module, all 

courses must be taken.  
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lecture

seminar, tutorial

practical section

excursion

independent study



What are Credit Points?

Credit points are a unit of measurement for (assumed) workload: 
1 credit corresponds to 30 working hours.

Credits are awarded for completed modules: If all courses comprising 
a module and, if applicable, examinations have been completed or 

passed, the total credits for the module are awarded. 

Credit points (CP) are also called "credits", 
"credit points" (CP = "Leistungspunkte", LP)" or "ECTS". 

Credits do not assess performance! 
For this purpose, grades are given:
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Summary

Basic idea: 
Knowledge and competences are qualification goals that are 
achieved gradually, step by step, over a degree programme. 

The individual "steps" are modules, which can consist of several 
courses. A degree programme comprises several modules, which 

usually have to be completed in a certain order.

The workload for a module is measured in credit points. Credit points 
are not to be confused with grades for performance assessment.
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II. Where can I find the relevant 
information on the structure of my

individual degree programme?

The study regulations („Studien- und Prüfungsordnung“) of your indivual
degree programme define

− which modules you will be taking, 
− forms of exams and when to take them,
− formal and content-related stipulations for theses; 
− contains exemplary study plans, 
− provides information on electives and transferable key competences, 
− usually contains further rules and regulations to comply with during the course of 

your studies (minimum CP up to a certain semester, mandatory guidance 
meetings, deadlines etc.).
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Where do I find my individual degree
programme‘s study regulations?

→ Use the A-Z list: https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/3811.html

→ Research your degree programme. Make sure you have the right degree
level! 

→ Select the tab „Structure“.

→ Search for the link „Regulations“. The first in line is the current version. 
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https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/3811.html
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Module directory
(„Modulverzeichnis“)

The module directory, basically a catalogue, complements the study 
regulations of any given degree programmes. The module directory

− describes all modules formally and content-wise, 
− specifies which courses form part of a given module, 
− specifies exams to be taken, 
− gives the number of credits to be obtained, 
− specifies in which semester the module will be offered (summer or 

winter), 
− defines access requirements, 
− gives a recommendation in which semester the module should be taken. 
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Which modules do I have to take?

Your individual degree programme‘s study regulations specify
which modules you will have to take. 

You will come across three types of modules:
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Compulsory
modules

are – compulsory! They convey basic
knowledge and core competences. 

Compulsory
elective
modules

are modules of which you must take a select
few, based on your own choice. 

are modules that you can choose freely. Electives

On subject-independant, transferable key competences, see https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/196183.html

https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/196183.html


III. Learning, Exams, Preparing for Exams

IMPORTANT!

− Responsibility for organising and pursuing your 
studies lies with you!

− Raise your questions – never be afraid to ask!
− Try to establish a learning routine you can 

sustain over a semester. 
− Yes, you are responsible for yourself – but that 

includes knowing when support or help is 
needed. Make use of the university‘s support 
services! We also help if you are facing stress or 
anxiety! 
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The Academic Year
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The academic calender: https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/24440.html
Dates and deadlines for students: https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/47743.html

Semester data

Lectures

Exams

Summer semester
2025

01.04.2025 – 30.09.2025

Summer semester
2026

01.04.2026 – 30.09.2026

Winter semester 2025/2026
01.10.2025 – 31.03.2026

Period of
lectures

14.04.2025 –
18.07.2025

Lecture free
period

19.07.2025 –
26.10.2025

Period of lectures
27.10.2025 – 13.02.2026

Period of
lectures

13.04.2026 –
17.07.2026

Lecture free
period

14.02.2026 –
12.04.2026

1. Exam
period

2 – 3 weeks

2. Exam
period

2 – 3 weeks

1. Exam
period

2 – 3 weeks

2. Exam
period

2 – 3 weeks

https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/24440.html
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/47743.html


Types of exams

The type of exam to be taken is based on the individual module‘s qualification 
goals. Accordingly, you will encounter different forms of examination:

written examinations (free text, open questions, multiple choice);

oral examinations (possibly with practical parts);

presentations: oral presentation, delivered alone or by a group, 
usually in front of your course during the semester; 

term paper: a paper of 10 to 20 pages, which must meet the requirements 
for academic text production. Usually written during the lecture-free period. 

Usually, you will give several presentations during the semester, write several 
written exams in a short period of time at the end of the lecture period, then 
focus on term papers in the lecture-free period. 
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How will my performance be assessed?

grades in Bachelor‘s and Master‘s programmes
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1,0 1,3 1,7 2,0 2,3 2,7 3,0 3,3 3,7 4,0 5,0

passed failed

− An examination can also remain ungraded (passed or failed). 
− Failed an exam? Most exams can be repeated twice. 
− Grades can be summed up on a weighted basis (grades for 

modules based on several partial examinations, degree grades 
made up of several module grades)



Tips for learning during the semester

− Attend tutorials etc., even if they are not compulsory! 
− Form study groups, not just for exam preparation! 
− Attend regularly, prepare, repeat, work continuously! 

− Create and maintain a regular daily structure. 
− Find places for learning that meet your needs (libraries, KWZ, LSG, 

outdoors: https://www.blog.uni-goettingen.de/de/lernorte) 
− Plan for breaks, free time, and hobbies. Balancing your study hours with 

free time increases the likelihood of graduating! 
− Seek help early on if you feel at risk of being overwhelmed: the faculty‘s 

study counselling services will help you reschedule! 
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https://www.blog.uni-goettingen.de/de/lernorte


Tips for the exam phase

− At the beginning of the semester, you know which exams you have to take 
and when. Find out about the types of exams and requirements, and plan 
preparation phases well in advance!

− Form study groups!
− Nervousness is normal. If it develops into exam anxiety, seek help early on 

from the Psychosocial Counselling Centre (PSB) or the Central Student 
Advisory Service (ZSB).

− Most exams can be repeated twice in case of failure. It is usually possible 
to withdraw from an exam up to one week before the exam date.
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Learning to learn

Refresh your learning skills: The self-study module „Learning to learn“ 
(webpage in German, material in English also) helps!
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https://www.uni-goettingen.de/de/639142.html

https://www.uni-goettingen.de/de/639142.html


IV. Where can I get help?
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Central Student Advisory Service

for all general and study-related questions

https://www.uni-
goettingen.de/de/630423.html

Telephone consultation hours 
Mon – Fri 10 a.m. to 12 p.m., Wed 2:30 

p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
0551 – 26146

Arrange appointments via the InfoLine: 
0551 – 39 22 222

Mon – Thu 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Fri 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

infoline-studium@uni-goettingen.de
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At the faculties (via A-Z list, for course-
related concerns):

https://www.uni-
goettingen.de/de/studienf%c3%a4cher+vo

n+a+bis+z/3811.html

Office hours and contact data can also be 
found on the university's A to Z pages.

Academic Advisory Service

https://www.uni-goettingen.de/de/630423.html
mailto:infoline-studium@uni-goettingen.de
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/de/studienf%c3%a4cher+von+a+bis+z/3811.html


IV. Where can I get help?

The university offers a wide variety of
additional support services with
different professional expertise: 

For the university: https://www.uni-
goettingen.de/en/47239.html
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https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/47239.html


Support services
for international students

The International Office, situated in Von-Siebold-Straße 2: 
A first contact point for all questions regarding your stay! 

Some of our services: 

International Student Office (administration, advice in 
matters of health insurance, visa/residence permit, 
assistance in financial emergencies): 
international.study@uni-goettingen.de

Accommodation Service (support in finding accommodation 
on site for exchange and program students)

Information and support in all extra-academic matters, 
Foyer International with a leisure and cultural programme
during the lecture period, support for refugees, support in 
transitioning into the labour market
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https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/311055.html
mailto:international.study@uni-goettingen.de
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/de/617883.html
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/573247.html
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/2554.html
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/613211.html
https://www.uni-goettingen.de/en/637607.html
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Thanks for your attention –

we look forward to your questions!


